CAMPUS

ENAC - INAUGURAL LECTURE

Urbanism as a
research tool
Prof. Paola Vigano

Abstract

The lecture addresses two main topics:
the role of the urban and territorial project
in the actual socio-economic situation and
the hypothesis of urbanism as a research tool
to investigate the complexity of the city. The
approach will be discussed through a fertile
dialogue among projects elaborated in differ-
ent contexts, between research and concrete
engagement.
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Abstract

Societal transitions can be viewed as
shifts between different societal regimes
and co-dependent ecological and technical
changes. In the past, societal transitions
have been characterized by (i) an increase in
urban population; (ii) an increased material
and energy consumption per capita; and (iii)
changes in lifestyles and institutions. Given
that the share of population in cities is expect-
ed to continue to increase reaching up to 70%
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by 2050, the sustainable transition of urban

systems will be essential for our society. We

address the following questions:

*  Whatis the metabolism of cities and how
does human action at individual, group,
and societal level affect it?

*  How might a potential sustainable urban
system look like and how does this vision
differ among actors?

* How can a transition path be conceived
and how can the resilience of the transi-
tion towards sustainable development be
analyzed?

For the case of the energy transition we
will exemplarily illustrate the integrative
approach currently developed in HERUS
linking the social, ecological and technical
aspects to address these questions.
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