Book Launch: Tuesday, 3 December, 18:30, Foyer SG, EPFL
A Conversation with Merve Bedir, Dorothee Hahn, Summer

Islam, Kathlyn Kao & Charlotte Malterre-Barthes
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“On Architecture and the Greenfield” is the

second volume after “On Architecture and

Affordable forms of residential urbanization raise
a paradoxical question: On the one hand, cheap
housing settlements worldwide devour thousands Greenwashing” (2023) in the series “The

of hectares of arable fields at the periphery of Political Economy of Space” edited by Charlotte
growing cities. On the other hand, housing is a Malterre-Barthes at the Swiss Federal Institute
human right. of Technology—EPFL. The collection of

essays presents a cross-section of positions on

architecture and its political economies from
different perspectives. In this volume, Swarnabh
Ghosh, Paulo Tavares, and others articulate
stances forming broad theoretical frameworks

'This publication investigates complexities around
the urbanization of agricultural land. For instance,
while agrarian practices may be understood

as a necessary yet endangered human activity,

around urbanization and agriculture—the so-

called ‘Greenfield.’

they also contain an imposing project aiming

to subdue and control space, capital, resources,
humans and non-humans through ideologies of
‘civilizing’ and productivity.
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RIOT—Research and Innovation On Territory—is
a laboratory engaged in pedagogy and research
within the Institute of Architecture at the Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology (EPFL), lead by
architect and urban designer CHARLOTTE
MALTERRE-BARTHES. Believing that the
construction sector and design disciplines must
pivot and wholeheartedly engage in the current
social and climatic urgencies by rewiring themselves
to face and repair the harm, RIOT utilizes tactics
and strategies to decarbonize, decolonize, and
depatriarchalize space production—by design.

[A] On Architecture and the Greenfield
'The Political Economy of Space Vol. 02,
with texts by: Ana Maria Leén, Andrew
Herscher, Swarnabh Ghosh, Paulo Tavares, and
Milica Topalovic.
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RIOT

Innovation On
Territory:
Charlotte Malterre-Barthes, Elif Erez-Henderson,

Summer Islam, Antoine Iweins, Kathlyn Kao,

Nagy Makhlouf, Nathalie Marj, Saira Mohamed
EPFL Lausanne
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